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Description :  Description du produitSt. Louis, Missouri, is a quietly dying river city until it hires a new 
police chief: a charismatic young woman from Bombay, India, named S. Jammu. No sooner has Jammu 

been installed, though, than the city's leading citizens become embroiled in an all-pervasive political 
conspiracy. A classic of contemporary fiction, The Twenty-Seventh City shows us an ordinary metropolis 

turned inside out, and the American Dream unraveling into terror and dark comedy. 

Prsentation de l'diteur25th Anniversary Edition Picador Modern Classics Published in 1988, Jonathan 
Franzen's The Twenty-Seventh City is the debut novel of a writer who would come to define our times. St. 
Louis, Missouri, is a quietly dying river city until it hires a new police chief: a charismatic young woman 

from Bombay, India, named S. Jammu. No sooner has Jammu been installed, though, than the city's leading 
citizens become embroiled in an all-pervasive political conspiracy. Set in mid-1980s, The Twenty-Seventh 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00DA7HHCE


City predicts every unsettling shift in American life for the next two decades: suburban malaise, surveillance 
culture, domestic terrorism, paranoia. A classic of contemporary fiction, The Twenty-Seventh City shows us 

an ordinary metropolis turned inside out, and the American Dream unraveling into terror and dark 
comedy.From Publishers WeeklyHighly gifted first novelist Franzen has devised for himself an arduous 

proving ground in this ambitious, grand-scale thriller. Literate, sophisticated, funny, fast-paced, it's a 
virtuoso performance that does not quite succeed, but it will keep readers engrossed nonetheless. Bombay 

police commissioner S. Jammu, a member of a revolutionary cell of hazy but violent persuasion, contrives to 
become police chief of St. Louis. In a matter of months, she is the most powerful political force in the 

metropolis. Her ostensible agenda is the revival of St. Louis (once the nation's fourth-ranked city and now its 
27th) through the reunification of its depressed inner city and affluent suburban country. But this is merely a 
front for a scheme to make a killing in real estate on behalf of her millionaire mother, a Bombay slumlord. 

Jammu identifies 12 influential men whose compliance is vital to achieving her ends and concentrates all the 
means at her disposal toward securing their cooperation. Eventually, the force of Jammu's will focuses on 

Martin Probst, one of St. Louis's most prominent citizens, and their fates become intertwined. Franzen is an 
accomplished stylist whose flexible, muscular, often sardonic prose seems spot-on in its rendition of 
dialogue, internal monologue and observation of the everyday minutiae of American manners. His 

imagination is prodigious, his scope sweeping; but in the end, he loses control of his material. Introducing an 
initially confusing superabundance of characters, he then allows some of them to fade out completely and 
others to become flat. The result is that, despite deft intercutting and some surprising twists at the end, the 

reader is not wholly satisfied. Any potential for greater resonance is left undeveloped, and this densely 
written work ends up as merely a bravura exercise. 40,000 copy first printing; $50,000 ad/promo; BOMC 

and QPBC selections. Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalIn the late 
1980s, the city of St. Louis appoints as police chief an enigmatic young Indian woman named Jammu. 

Unbeknownst to her supporters, she is a dedicated terrorist. Standing alone against her is Martin Probst, 
builder of the famous Golden Arch of St. Louis. Jammu attempts first to isolate him, then seduce him to her 

side. This is a quirky novel, composed of wildly disparate elements. Franzen weaves graceful, affecting 
descriptions of the daily lives of the Probsts around a grotesque melodrama. The descriptive portions are 

almost lyrical, narrated in a minimalist prose, which contrasts well with the grand style of the melodramatic 
sections. The blend ultimately palls, however , and the murky plot grows murkier. Franzen takes many risks 

in his first novel; many, not all, work. Recommended. David Keymer, SUNY Coll. of Technology, 
UticaCopyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


