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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteurThe Quantum Thief is a dazzling hard SF novel set in the solar system of the far 
future - a heist novel peopled by bizarre post-humans but powered by very human motives of betrayal, 
revenge and jealousy. It is a stunning debut.Jean le Flambeur is a post-human criminal, mind burglar, 

confidence artist and trickster. His origins are shrouded in mystery, but his exploits are known throughout 
the Heterarchy - from breaking into the vast Zeusbrains of the Inner System to steal their thoughts, to 

stealing rare Earth antiques from the aristocrats of the Moving Cities of Mars. Except that Jean made one 
mistake. Now he is condemned to play endless variations of a game-theoretic riddle in the vast virtual jail of 

the Axelrod Archons - the Dilemma Prison - against countless copies of himself. Jean's routine of death, 
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defection and cooperation is upset by the arrival of Mieli and her spidership, Perhonen. She offers him a 
chance to win back his freedom and the powers of his old self - in exchange for finishing the one heist he 

never quite managed . . .Revue de presse"It is, at heart, a noir thriller in cosmic drag. In addition to its 
amnesiac antihero there's a down-at-heel detective and any number of femmes fatales. Wild SF concepts 
come thick and fast. Cities are mobile, spaceships are sentient, memories can be shared, and portions of a 

person's lifespan form the basis for financial transactions (time literally is money)." (James Lovegrove THE 
FINANCIAL TIMES )"A brilliant first novel. The Quantum Thief, like so much of the best space opera of 

this century, is a prodigy house, where propositions are instant heritage, and arguments are eyeclick." 
(STRANGE HORIZONS )"The story unfolds briskly with barely a pause for breath, the plot is gripping, the 
ideas complex but thought-provoking, and there are all the requisite shocking revelations and intriguing plot 
twists you could wish for. The Quantum Thief is a bravura debut novel, a confident and accomplished work 

that reinvigorates the genre. It is easily the best SF debut since Richard Morgan's Altered Carbon." 
(WERTZONE )"Comes together piece by piece in the mode of M. John Harrison's Light - and it's every bit 

the equal of that modern-day genre masterpiece. Beneath the science, you see, beneath the staggering 
speculative wonder of it all, Hannu Rajaniemi has a knack for spare, no-nonsense storytelling that 

approaches the poetic at times. The Quantum Thief is a revelation, in the end, and make no mistake: we have 
here the sci-fi debut of 2010." (SPECULTIVE SCOTSMAN ) --The Financial TimesIf you dropped Greg 
Egan's hard physics chops into a rebooted Finnish version of Al Reynolds with the writing talent of a Ted 
Chiang you'd begin to get a rough approximation of the scale of his talent. It made the hair on the back of 

my neck stand up when I read it. Hard to admit, but I think he's better at this stuff than I am. And The 
Quantum Thief is the best first SF novel I've read in many years --Charles StrossPrsentation de l'diteurThe 

Quantum Thief is a dazzling hard SF novel set in the solar system of the far future - a heist novel peopled by 
bizarre post-humans but powered by very human motives of betrayal, revenge and jealousy. It is a stunning 
debut.Jean le Flambeur is a post-human criminal, mind burglar, confidence artist and trickster. His origins 

are shrouded in mystery, but his exploits are known throughout the Heterarchy - from breaking into the vast 
Zeusbrains of the Inner System to steal their thoughts, to stealing rare Earth antiques from the aristocrats of 

the Moving Cities of Mars. Except that Jean made one mistake. Now he is condemned to play endless 
variations of a game-theoretic riddle in the vast virtual jail of the Axelrod Archons - the Dilemma Prison - 

against countless copies of himself. Jean's routine of death, defection and cooperation is upset by the arrival 
of Mieli and her spidership, Perhonen. She offers him a chance to win back his freedom and the powers of 

his old self - in exchange for finishing the one heist he never quite managed . . . 


