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Par Steven Saylor : The House of the 
Vestals: The Investigations of Gordianus 
the Finder  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The House of the 
Vestals: The Investigations of Gordianus the 
Finder: 

Description :  Description du produitIt is Ancient Rome, and Gordianus the Finder has a knack for finding 
trouble. Stalking about the city's twisting trails looking for clues and finding bodies, Gordianus has had his 

share of misadventure with nobles and slaves alike. Known to many as the one man in the ancient world who 
can both keep a secret and uncover one, Gordianus has stories to tell. 

Prsentation de l'diteurIt is Ancient Rome, and Gordianus the Finder has a knack for finding trouble. Stalking 
about the city's twisting trails looking for clues and finding bodies, Gordianus has had his share of 

misadventure with nobles and slaves alike. Known to many as the one man in the ancient world who can 
both keep a secret and uncover one, Gordianus has stories to tell.BooklistSaylor serves up a collection of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0033UT1YK


short stories designed to fill in some of the gaps that have piqued the curiosity of devoted fans of his popular 
Roma Sub Rosa series. Set between the years 80 and 72 B.C., these nine tales document some of the early 

adventures of Gordianus the Finder. During the course of these cases, Gordianus establishes firm and tender 
relationships with Eco, his adopted son; Bethesda, his Jewish-Egyptian concubine; Belbo, his loyal 

manservant and bodyguard; and Lucius Claudius, his generous patron. While each brief mystery presented is 
a gem in and of itself, readers will delight in the informational overview provided by the collection as a 

whole. As usual, Saylor does a superb job of seamlessly incorporating the tumultuous history of the Roman 
Republic into the narrative flow. A welcome addition to the ever fascinating chronicles of Gordianus the 

Finder. Margaret FlanaganKirkus sIt's no wonder Gordianus the Finder solves so many of these nine cases in 
a single flash of insight. Most of the mysteries aren't very mysterious; even Gordianus' slave (and future 

wife) Bethesda picks out the thief of his friend Lucius Claudius' silver the minute she hears the story. Still, 
three groups of readers will find these stories irresistible: history buffs who appreciate Saylor's careful 
research into Roman politics and Roman mores; fans of his five novels (A Murder on the Appian Way, 

1996, etc.) who want to find out how he first became Lucius Claudius' friend, or how he acquired his faithful 
slave Belbo; and anyone who enjoys leisurely, literate storytelling. Though none of the stories is more than 
five years old, nearly half (``A Will Is a Way,'' ``The Lemures,'' ``King Bee and Honey,'' ``The Alexandrian 

Cat'') have already been anthologized. All the others could well follow. -- Copyright 1997, Kirkus 
Associates, LP. All rights reserved. 


